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TDj Deputy Director If April 1951 

HGNi Acting Assistant Director for Intelligence Coordination 
8HBJECT: 0/lJE Participation in State and Defense Conference Abroad 


S* The Problem 

1# f© decide whether the Agency should press State and 
Ww» to pewit 0/HE participation from time to time in conferences 
which these Departments hold# or in International talk® held abroad 

m Discussion 

i* 2 have bean asked by o/8E on three occasions to arrange 
with the State Department for an 0/fffi officer to participate in foreign 
conferences held by the Department with certain Missions (Ceylon, Ankara, 
omd London) • I have recently beta asked to secure a similar arrangement 
in connection with the D5 -UK-French military talks in Singapore regard- 
tag Southeast Asia military matters. Q/8E bases those requests on the 
flint which would accrue to its estimators by virtue of a relook at 
certain areas of the world and the opportunities for discussion with 
oar officials and others abroad, 

3# fht State Deportment has turned down all three of the 
flfuacts on the grounds that the delegation was too big, or that fund® 

Wire not available, or simply that the policy desks in the State Depart- 
ment did not consider such participation appropriate, 

W I law® not yet approached Defense on the Singapore question, 

f* HAs question was originally raised by Dr. Longer in an 
early Assistant Director *s meeting as a proposal to give Montague a rest 
after his arduous labors during the early days of reorganisation. At 
that time I was asked to investigate the possibilities,: 

6 * X have arranged with Fisher Howe and Sherman Kent 
laftnasaily to discuss this question as a general matter at lunch next 
Tuesday. 


7* F ending the outcome of the discussion with the State 
Department I would recoonend that as a general principle the Agency 
preside refresher visits abroad through some other technique than 
attendance at these conferences, unless invited, 

8* % would rseossktnd that .the Agency not approach the Joint 
Chiefs with the request for attendance at the Singapore conference. 


Approved For Release 2004/01/12 : CIA-RDP61S00750A0001 000501 04-9 



